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Return to In-Person Learning: Serving Our Mission
Greg Caudle, Principal
Our parish and school ministry theme last school year was “Behold, I make all things new” (Revelation 21:5). In
September 2019, when I introduced the theme at the start of our school year, I shared the following reﬂection:
In light of the challenges we see in the world today, it may seem diﬃcult to see how Jesus is making all things new
even now. I can say with certainty that Jesus continues to make all things new.
We could not foresee the challenges ahead. The Lord knew. With all the challenges and changes we have faced in
this diﬃcult time, Jesus Christ continues to walk with us, He continues to make all things new. As a people of faith,
we continue to trust in him.
This month we will complete over 70 days of in-person learning at Notre Dame School! This is quite the
accomplishment considering that many students around our city, state, and country have not even had 7 days of
in-person learning, let alone 70 days.
Why have we continued with in-person learning when so many other schools and districts have opted to do remote
learning? At Notre Dame Parish School, we partner with families in the education of the soul, intellect, body, and
hearts of our students in a joyful and vibrant community of faith, learning and service. Communities are founded
on relationships, and relationships form best in person.
Further, and most importantly, living and learning our Catholic faith is best done in person, in community with
others, where we can live out our faith practices, model the faith, and grow in faith together. For these reasons,
among many, Notre Dame School returned to in-person schooling in August.
Our rationale in returning to in-person learning is rooted in this set of beliefs:
●
●
●

We believe we are a community of faith, learning and service to those in need.
We believe we are a community of intimate and living encounter with Christ.
We believe we offer a stable, joyful and peaceful learning environment.

Because we are a place of intimate and living encounter with Christ, we opened our doors to in-person learning,
with new procedures and practices in place, so we may more effectively fulﬁll our mission to form disciples of
Jesus Christ. We established, communicated, and rehearsed common norms and procedures across the school to
encourage a stable and peaceful learning environment founded on Christian joy.
I would like to express my gratitude to our dedicated faculty and staff. From the beginning of this pandemic, they
have adapted to many challenges. They continue to model faith, hope, and love to the students of Notre Dame. I
would also like to thank our school parents. We are able to offer in-person learning because they have been
committed to our health and safety guidelines. This is another expression of our Notre Dame School spirit.
Finally, thank you to the alumni of Notre Dame School. Your continued prayers and material support have allowed
us to stay true to our mission to Touch Hearts and Teach Minds – to form students as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Our continued commitment to one another and to our school's mission will help us face whatever challenges may
come.

Teacher Perspectives on Return to In-Person Learning
When Christ sent His disciples out into the world to spread the Good News about His Kingdom, they
enthusiastically embraced the Church’s mission to teach all nations. In that same pioneer spirit, Catholic education
has been dedicated to serving God by continuing to teach His children even in diﬃcult and challenging
circumstances. And so, in the midst of this pandemic, the Archdiocese of Denver was the ﬁrst school system in
Northern Colorado to open its doors to students in late August. Due to the support of our Notre Dame Pastor and
parish, and the courage and dedication of faculty and staff members, the reopening has been a successful one.
We wondered what the last eight months had been like for teachers, and two of them responded to our
request to share their reﬂections: they are Brianna Montoya, Junior High Language Arts Teacher, and Sarah Serna,
Pre-School – 8th Music Teacher. When asked about the most challenging aspects of online instruction in the
spring, both agreed that the lack of personal contact with students was the most concerning. “Pre-recording music
lessons and posting them on a website is very different than experiencing the student’s joy when they learn a new
song, rhythm or pitch. The joy of teaching seemed to be stiﬂed during our distance learning stretch” shared Sarah.
Brianna added “I was able to interact with them via Zoom and through the chat feature on Google Classroom;
however, this lacks impact in the particular area of relationship building.”
So, what were the diﬃculties encountered in the actual reopening of the school? Ms. Montoya revealed that
the summer planning was tricky because there were so many factors that went into determining whether there
would, indeed, be in-person learning or not. “There were many contradictory regulations/concerns via the media.
That made planning diﬃcult and time consuming. But our hard work paid off because we have had a smooth ﬁrst
quarter and our kids and teachers have adapted well.” And in true-Catholic-school-teacher style, Ms. Serna added,
“As faculty and staff, we have learned together to provide the safest learning environment possible for our
students. Part of providing the safest environment involves making sacriﬁces along the way.” And, indeed, all these
people should be recognized for their courage to return, and for their commitment to and love of their students!
Lastly, Ms. Serna reﬂected on the blessings she has experienced during this diﬃcult time. We loved her
response: “I have witnessed God’s grace and blessing in many different ways. I think one of the biggest lessons
that I have learned during this pandemic is that God is sovereign, and our loving good Father. Everything that we
are experiencing is a part of His plan and He will not abandon us, nor has He ever abandoned us. God can even
take an evil, like COVID-19, and use it for His good. He provides everything that we need, and all we need to do is
trust in His goodness. Anxiety is the antithesis of thanksgiving!”

Technology at Notre Dame and Planning for the Future
Notre Dame is truly planning for the future with the technology upgrades happening across the campus this year!
Last Spring, when Notre Dame, along with schools all over the world, moved teaching and learning online, both
teachers and students relied on technology for connection, delivery of content, and demonstration of learning.
Over the summer, our campus-wide Internet service was upgraded, using industry standards with exceptional
speed and bandwidth. These upgrades are a direct beneﬁt to teachers and students at Notre Dame, and they mean
the school and parish will be ready and able to serve in the digital world for years to come.
What does all of this mean for our school and the teachers and students?
●
A network where every class can use the Internet without interruption
●
Capacity for more devices
●
Students can connect and learn from experts in the ﬁeld
●
Students can show their learning in many fresh ways and take ownership of learning
●
Teachers can develop new ways to expand the classroom, engage students, explore possibilities

Spring Fest 2020 Held Virtually
Spring Fest, the school’s annual event to bridge-the-gap between the cost of tuition and the actual cost to educate
each student, has been hosted by the development committee for ten years. It is a dinner auction and for the last
several years has been held at the Lakewood Country Club in March. Spring Fest 2020 was scheduled for March
14th. As the Coronavirus has impacted most of our year, it also dramatically affected our annual event.
Two days before our dinner auction, the severity of the virus was becoming clear as restrictions started to appear.
The decision was made to cancel the dinner, but not the auction. For several years the Spring Fest silent auction
has been held virtually, designed and managed by Pittmo LLC through their Live Auction Bidding System (LABS).
Expanding the auction website to include the live auction and the paddle raiser to a virtual event happened quickly
as the Pittmo team and Greg Caudle, school principal, worked together to ensure the fundraiser would be held to
support the school.
Amazingly the number of people participating in the auction was greater than ever before, and we raised over
$32,000 to bridge-the-gap.
As the school’s development committee is in the process of publishing the annual alumni newsletter, we know for
certain there will be Spring Fest on March 13, 2021. Whether it is in-person with the virtual silent auction or should
the entire event be held virtually we would love to have you participate. Connect through the website
auction.pittmo.net/nddenver and look for updates on the school’s Facebook page.

Congratulations to Class of 2020
High School Graduates
The annual potluck dinner to celebrate the high school seniors who graduated from Notre Dame in 2016 was canceled due to
the pandemic. However, we celebrate their accomplishments in high school and wish them God’s love in their hopes and
dreams for the future.
Chris Arpin graduated from Mullen High School and is attending the University of Oklahoma in Norman majoring in
Mechanical Engineering.
Mary Baca graduated from Dakota Ridge High School. While there Mary studied in the IB program for three years, received
Spanish, Theater and History IB certiﬁcates. She was involved in technical theater and was assistant stage manager junior and
senior year. Mary is a barista at Starbucks. After a gap year, due to COVID-19, she plans to continue working and pursue her
education in technical theater, online, through ASU. As a Starbucks employee her undergraduate degree will be free.
Lourdes Bernal graduated from Lakewood High School and is attending Regis University on a full scholarship, majoring in
Criminal Justice. Lourdes played basketball and varsity ultimate frisbee in high school. She also attended Warren Tech and
achieved 22 college credits, through Red Rocks Community College, prior to starting Regis.
Miranda Boyle graduated from Connections Academy-Durango and is attending Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design on
scholarship.
Gianmarco Busnardo graduated from Golden High School where he earned varsity letters in football and basketball. He
received the Golden Demon Award as a senior. Gianmarco is studying business at Metro State.
Meghan Clark graduated from Mullen High School. She is attending the University of Colorado in Colorado Springs on
scholarship, majoring in accounting and ﬁnance. Meghan was inducted into the National Honor Society and the National
French Honor Society at Mullen.
Hana Do graduated from Mullen High School and is attending Regis University majoring in Chemistry.
Isabella Fanchi earned her IB diploma at Lakewood High School where she lettered in academics, volleyball, ultimate frisbee
and cheer. She was honored on the 1st academic all-state team and received a Biliteracy certiﬁcate in Spanish. Isabella is
attending Colorado State University, with a CSU merit scholarship, majoring in Biological Sciences. She started CSU with 32
college credits.
Roman Fresquez II graduated from Mullen High School where he was named a National Hispanic Scholar his senior year.
Roman received early admission to the University of Notre Dame where he is studying Biochemistry. He graduated from
Mullen with a 4.4 GPA, was a National Honor Society oﬃcer and named to the CHSAA all-state ﬁrst team.
Trevor Gomez earned his IB diploma from Lakewood High School with honors. He graduated with the LINK leader cord and did
community work through Chick-Fil-A. Trevor is attending the University of Colorado in Boulder and received a $5,000
scholarship from Jefferson County Public Schools.
John Green graduated from Dakota Ridge High School and is taking a gap year to work and travel. John’s plan in is to attend
Colorado Mesa University in fall of 2021. While at Dakota Ridge John played varsity tennis for three years, lacrosse for two
years and cross county one year.
Andrea Jerez graduated from Mullen High School where she was involved in several clubs and activities. She is studying in
Spain at Universidad Fernando-Pessoa Canarias, pursuing a degree in nursing. Andrea said she is grateful for her Notre Dame
education.
Payton Lehnerz graduated from Mullen High School. She was a member of the National Honor Society and varsity swimming;
she received the Torch Award and Les Schwab Academic All-State Award all four years. Payton played tennis three years. She
is currently attending the University of Colorado in Boulder majoring in Integrative Physiology and plans to attend medical
school. Payton received CU’s President Scholarship award of $10,000.

Arianna Josue graduated from Lakewood High School with an IB diploma. In high school she was a National Hispanic Scholar,
a member of National Honor Society, received Academic high honors, honored with the Most Valuable Attitude Award, Spirit of
LHS Theater Company Award, and two-time CCPA High School Playwriting ﬁnalist. She is currently enrolled at Colorado State
University majoring in Political Science and Ethnic Studies with a teaching concentration. Scholarships include CSU Green and
Gold Scholarship, CSU Partnership Award, Teamsters Local 455 Award and the Curtis Gilmore Award.
Rileigh Lynch graduated from Holy Family High School and is attending the University of Oregon majoring in Elementary
Education and Spanish.
Sydney Mares graduated from Prospect Ridge Academy and is attending Salve Regina University. She is double majoring in
Religious and Theological Studies and Political Science. Sydney graduated with top honors and a 4.8 GPA. She received
$80,000 in scholarships and is in the Pell Honors Program.
Citlalli Munoz graduated from Lakewood High School and is attending the University of Colorado in Denver
Andy Nguyen graduated from Lakewood High School and is attending the University of Colorado in Boulder.
Anthony Nguyen graduated from Lakewood High School and is pursuing his undergraduate degree at the University of
Colorado in Boulder.
Kevin Nguyen graduated from Lakewood High School and is attending Colorado State University.
Tan Nguyen graduated from Lincoln High School and was accepted into Ascent which will provide a year of college. Tan is
currently working at Saigon Bowl Restaurant.
Trish Nguyen graduated from Lakewood High School.
Brooke Pocock graduated from Lakewood High School where she was a member of the National Honor Society and was in
the school choir. Brooke is attending the University of Colorado in Colorado Springs majoring in Biology. She received
scholarships from UCCS and Saint Jude’s Church.
Marissa Sanchez graduated from Mullen High School and is attending Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Arizona
majoring in Forensic Psychology. She committed to playing softball at Embry where Gold Medalist Kristi Ambrosi is the
head-coach.
Michael Sanchez graduated from Columbine High School and is attending Colorado State University where he is a member of
the track team.
Vincent Velasquez graduated from Lakewood High School. In high school he established a name for himself among the
barbering community in Denver, Aurora and Lakewood where he worked almost full-time as a barber in training. He is
attending Emily Griﬃth Technical College pursuing a professional barbering license.
Carisa Wilkerson graduated from Dakota Ridge High School. Carisa was awarded a seal of Biliteracy for Spanish, was a
member of the National Society of High School Scholars and was on the Dakota Ridge leaderboard for her 100-hurdle
performance. She played volleyball, basketball and was on the track team. She is attending college at the University of
Colorado in Colorado Springs majoring in Healthcare Science and minoring in Spanish.
Raymond Suniga graduated from Dakota Ridge High School and is attending Metro State University majoring in design.
Madelyn von Ree graduated from Addenbrooke High School and is attending Metro State University majoring in Music and
Psychology.
Johnathon Wilson graduated from Bear Creek High School and is attending Red Rocks Community College.
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Support Notre Dame When You Shop at Amazon:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/80-0016788
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